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HB 2273 Relating to Concussions |

Requires the DOE and the Hawaii High School Athletic Association to
develop a concussion awareness program fo provide guidelines for public
and private schools.

The Department of Education (DOE) suppotts HB 2273 and a continued
partnership with the Hawaii High School Athletic Association in the
development of educational programs and guidelines regarding
‘concussion awareness for public and private schools. In implementing
its Concussion Management Program (CMP), the Department has
acknowledged the need for awareness education for students, parents,
school staff, sports officials and schools administrators regarding the
signs and symptoms of a concussion and the procedures that need to be
followed. The Department's CMP addresses the concussion
assessments and education of athletic trainers, and coaches to ensure
student athletes return to play safely.

A partnership with the University of Hawaii's Kinesiology and
Rehabilitation Science Depariment and the Department of Health (DOH)
Neurotrauma Division assists the Department in providing our student
athletes with baseline testing and follow-up testing for cognitive and
postural stability. Through this partnership the Department has been
able to identify concussed student athletes and returned them to
patticipation safely, with a standardized return-to-activity ptan. The next
steps for this partnership is to develop a comprehensive educational

program about the signs, symptoms and eatly intervention, particularly



for students athletes and parents, but also for sporis officials, school
staff, and school administrators. Through other ongoing partnerships with
the DOH, Haﬁaii High School Athletic Association {HHSAA) and Hawaii
Athletic Trainers Association (HATA) we will to able to develop an
educational program to fit all of our schools, from small private schools to
large public schools. This type of partnership has already allowed us to
provide concussion coaches clinics {6} on all islands over the last nine
months.

This legislation will allow the Department to focus its efforts on
educationlawareﬁess of concussions for all key role groups. The
Department supports the partnership with HHSAA and community

agencies to ensure the safety and well-being for all of Hawail's student

athletes.
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Testimony in support of
HB 2273, Relating to Concussions '

CHAIR RYAN YAMANE, VICE CHAIR DEE MORIKAWA, AND MEMBERS OF THE
COMMITTEE:

The Brain Injury Association of Hawaii (BLA-HI) strongly supports HB 2273, which requires the
DOE and the Hawaii High School Athletic Association to develop a concussion awareness program
to provide guidelines for public and private schools.

My name is Lyna Burian, and my son sustained a brain injury nineteen years ago, when he was struck
by a tow truck while crossing the street. Since then, I have been actively involved with the BIA-HI,
where 1 have met a lot of people with mild and traumatic brain injuries. A concussion is considered a
" mild brain injury. '

Brain injury changes not only the life of the individual completely, but the lives of his or her family
members as well. Depending on what part of the brain and how severe the person gets injured, he or
she may suffer physical, cognitive or behavioral problems. And what makes it worse is when a pérson
gets another concussion, while he or she is still recovering from the first concussion.

The best way to prevent brain injury is through awareness. The BIA-HI has been vigorously
promoting awareness through their educational programs and conferences.

I urge you to pass HB 2273, It will definitely help reduce the number of brain injuries refated to
sports.

R,espectﬁlgSubmitted,

[yfa O. Burian
Member, BIA-HI Legislative Committee
Member, BIA-HI Board of Directors
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